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would not confirm his crown to him. But all Christendom
was disappointed, King Don Alonso's secretary ably ma-
noeuvred in his accustomed manner. First, Bishop Alonso
de Borja in his proper person refused to attend that schis-
matic Synod of Basilea; and, by this act, became persona
gratissima at the Vatican. Second, the King of Naples in-
structed his Orators (ambassadors) to play with Pontiff
#nd pseudopontiff, to find out which would meet him with a
satisfactory concession. Third, Don Francesco Sforza-Vis-
conti, Duke of Milan, began to harass the Lord Eugenius
P.P. IV. And, then, the Pope agreed to receive an embas-
sage from the King of Naples, and to hear his cause pleaded
by Bishop Alonso de Borja.
This was the cause of King Don Alonso. A bastard of
the House of Aragon, he had been adopted by Queen Dona
Juana of Naples, who lacked a lineal heir, in 1420. He was
acknowledged by the people as sovereign of the Regno, and
was actually in possession of the crown.
The Christian King Louis XL also claimed to have been
adopted by Queen Dona Juana: but he never had been
acknowledged, nor ever had possessed the crown.
Then there was the matter of King Don Alonso's bas- '
tard, Don Ferrando. The childless Queen believed him to
be the son of Dona Margarita de Hijar, one of her ladies;
and, in jealous rage, she smothered her. Whereupon the
King banished his wife to Aragon, and legitimated Don
Ferrando as his heir.
Let it be recognised that, in the fifteenth century, Popes
acted, and were expected to act, in the letter, as well as in
the spirit, of the momentous words which are said by the
cardinal-archdeacon to all of Them at Their coronation,
Receive this tiara adorned with three crowns, and know
Thyself to be the Ruler of the World, the Father of princes
and of kings, and the Earthly Vicar of Jesus Christ our
Saviour. The twentieth century is apt to conceive of the
Pope as an uninteresting, far-away, semi-diplomatic species